PCNA and P53 expression in relation to clinicopathological features of oral papilloma.
Although papilloma is the most frequent benign epithelial tumour of oral cavity, its biological potential for malignant transformation is still to be evaluated. The aim of the study was to correlate PCNA and P53 expression in 55 oral papillomas with some clinicopathological variables. The tissue samples were stained with H+E and by immunohistochemistry for PCNA and P53 protein. Staining patterns were assessed semiquantitatively and correlated with each other and grade of tumour epithelial dysplasia, tumour size, localization well patient age and sex. PCNA immunostaining was positive 43 (78%) oral papillomas. P53 immunohistochemical reaction was positive in 38 (69%) out of 55 epithelial tumours. Positive relationship between PCNA and P53 expression was observed as well as between PCNA immunostaining and grade of epithelial dysplasia. There was no statistically significant relationships between PCNA, P53 immunohistochemical positivity and papilloma size, site, patient age and sex. The results of this study suggest that immunohistochemical P53 overexpression is valuable marker of early neoplastic transformation and together with PCNA are presumed predictors for malignant transformation of oral papillomas.